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Personal Information 
 

Feel free to share your Gooseberry Alert content with students, staff and parents.   
All that we ask in return (in the spirit of modelling positive digital citizenship) is that you 

acknowledge 
Gooseberry Planet Limited as the source of your advice.   

 
Fraud is the most common type of crime in the UK.  More than £190,000 a day is lost in the UK by 
victims of online crime, much of it via hacked social media or email accounts.  We need to be careful 
when sharing our personal information online.  Phishing emails are common and increasingly 
sophisticated.    But sometimes we make it easy for criminals by using the same password for multiple 
accounts, not securing our privacy settings, over sharing and not taking basic steps to ensure our 
payments are through secure and legitimate sites. 
   
 

Gooseberry Student ‘Information’ of the week 
What is personal information?  Who is collecting it?  Why do they need it? and 
What are they going to do with it? 
 
Personal information is any information or a combination of information that 
enables an individual to be identified.  This could include: name; address; 
previous addresses; date and place of birth; telephone number; school, bank or 
other account details   Your personal information can be used by criminals to 
commit identity theft and fraud.   How many ways can you think of to help keep 

your personal information private?  
(Think about privacy settings, friends lists, passwords, phishing emails, pop-ups, anti-virus 
software, updates, browser settings, profiles, social media posts, selfies, tagging, over-sharing) 
 
Note: Selfies can reveal personal information through school uniform, personalised clothing or 
background landmarks.    

      

Gooseberry Teacher ‘Opportunity’ of the week 
 
 Social media can be great fun and is an integral part of life for many, but 
beware - careless use of social media can reveal all sorts of personal 
information to the world, including to your students and their parents.  Make 
sure you have secured your privacy settings and take great care about your 
digital footprint. 
Did you know that American Visa authorities now require you to provide all of 
your email and social media addresses when you apply?  Employers and 
headhunters also regularly check online profiles before making job offers.  

 
For a great Comic Relief video about social media to show staff (not young students due to 
sexual references) see  https://youtu.be/GEWnXmDfVZg 
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Gooseberry Parent ‘Message’ of the week 

  
We worry about our children but what about YOU? How much personal 
information are you sharing without even realising?  
 
Have you secured the privacy settings on your social media accounts?  Did you 
know your insurer might be able to avoid a claim for burglary if you have 
announced your holiday plans on social media?   
 
Do you use strong and different passwords for your online accounts?  Have one 

strong password that you will remember and do not change frequently.  DON’T use “password” or 
“123456” as so many people still do!   
 
Have you completed an online quiz lately?  Ever wondered why they are interested in your star sign, 
your pet’s name, your favourite colour? This is information which can be useful to criminals trying to 
guess passwords in order to hack accounts. 
 
Do you have IoT devices in your home – if so, have you changed the default password?  “Just five 
passwords can give hackers access to 10 per cent of all Internet of Things (IoT) devices due to users 
not bothering to change the default password. IoT devices include everything from smart energy 
meters to fitness bands like the Fitbit”.  https://www.governmenteuropa.eu/cybercrime-in-the-
uk/92545/ 
 

Want to know more?  Visit us at www.gooseberryplanet.com 
 

Gooseberry Planet  
Raising the standards of Safeguarding and Online Safety education.   

It is the ONLY online platform designed to deliver a professional, structured teaching  
programme for the whole school community, with built-in assessment tools. 
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