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GOOSEBERRY ALERT No. 59 
 
 

Feel free to share your Gooseberry Alert content with students, staff and parents.   
All that we ask in return (in the spirit of modelling positive digital citizenship) is that you acknowledge 

Gooseberry Planet Limited as the source of your information.   
 

Gooseberry Student  
 
Discrimination means treating someone unfairly and differently from others, 
based on the group they belong to rather than their individual merit.  It is against 
the law to discriminate against someone for certain reasons including their age, 
race, religion, gender or disability.  
Have you ever seen unkind, hateful or discriminatory comments online?   
Do you know how to report such comments on the platforms that you use? 
 
Activity:  Find out what a stereotype is.  Think about different types of stereotypes.  

Write a short poem showing a situation where a stereotype is not accurate or true.  You might like 
to begin “Just because … “ 

 
Gooseberry Teacher  

 
You may have seen recent reports including the briefing note from the 
Commission for Countering Terrorism, suggesting that the pandemic has 
increased social division and intolerance and that this has been exploited by 
extremists both right-wing and Islamist.    Conspiracy theories and fake news 
about minority groups are used online to incite hatred, justify violence and to 
divide communities.   One recommendation of the CCT report is that there should 
be “an assessment of who is most susceptible to extremist narratives and a plan 
of what interventions they will put in place to engage and support those people.”  
  

See our blog summarising the views of Sue Klebold, on spotting signs of concern and most importantly 
about listening to children.  She is the mother of one of the gunmen responsible for the 1999 Columbine 
School mass shooting and spoke at a recent webinar hosted by Leicester Prevent.  She is now an 
advocate of mental health awareness and suicide prevention. 
 

Gooseberry Parent  
 

The online space, including social media and gaming platforms, can be used by 
extremists to recruit new followers to their cause, be it right-wing, Islamist or 
otherwise.  Extremists may try to direct blame for the pandemic or spread 
conspiracy theories to sow divisions and promote hostility between social groups.  
Financial challenges as a result of the pandemic can increase children’s 
vulnerabilities.  Look out for signs of changed behaviour, particularly expressions of 
extremist views or changes in sleeping, eating or hygiene habits,  If you are 
concerned, take the time to discuss how they are feeling and explore their views,  
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listening carefully to any sense of grievance.  If you are concerned, speak to your school for advice. 
 

 
 
   
. 
 
 
 

Other Resources 
 

For Gooseberry Schools, you will find supporting lesson plans and accompanying 
parent advice sheets in: 

 
Town Level (ages 10-11) – Scenario 4 Extreme Promises 
 
City Level (ages 11-13) – Scenario 11 Extreme Views 
 
 
 

If you subscribe to Gooseberry Guru, see the Radicalisation Video in the Resource 
Area. 
 
 
Our Prevent CPD is an e-learning course providing training for teachers on their duty 
under Section 26 of the Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015 to have “due regard” 
to the need to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism, (the Prevent Duty). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to know more?  Visit us at www.gooseberryplanet.com 
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